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All hawks and falcons are known as 
raptors. The word raptor is derived from 
the Latin word raptare, which means “to 
seize and carry away.” The diurnal 
(daytime) raptors (hawks, falcons, 
eagles) are grouped together in the 
major order, Falconiformes. The two 
major families of these raptors 
examined in Talking Talons are the 
Hawks, of the family Accipitridae, and 
the Falcons, of the family Falconidae. 
Though outwardly similar, hawks and 
falcons differ in their morphology and 
behavior in obvious and subtle ways. 
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The Peregrine Falcon is the fastest 
animal on the planet, reaching a top 
speed of over 200 mph! They reach 
these speeds when in a stoop (high-
speed dive). They will soar high in the 
air, between 100 – 900 meters above 
the ground, searching for prey with 
eyesight that is 8 times better than a 
human’s! When the falcon spots her 
prey (duck, pigeon), she will rapidly flap 
her wings to gain speed, then tuck her 
wings in (to become more aerodynamic) 
and appear to “fall” out of the sky (in a 
stoop), head-first. She will knock into her 
prey (usually on the wing to not harm 
herself) while they are both flying in the 
air and/or use her talons to grab it. They 
are truly impressive birds!! 
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